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BATTLE OF AACHEN |

634th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Company B, lst platoon
Attached to 3d Battalion, 18th Inf Regts & - 17 October 44.
Group interview:
Sgt. Richard (NMI) Lobin, platoon sergeant
Sgt. Wm. A Nickell, TD commander
Sgt. Leonard Risinger, TD commander
Sgt. John B, Guill, TD commander
Sgt. Wilfred E, Nowak, TD commander
Notet 1st It. Ira W, Bjackwell, leader of the lst platoon, was not available
at- the time of the interview, When contacted earlier he had said that Sgt.
Lobin could give the information adequately.

Prepared by: T/l Ridgely C, Dorsey, 2nd Info and Hist Serv, 1lst U. S. Army

8 Oct ~ About 0300 the four destroyers of the platoon left-the vicinity
of EILENDORF (891436) as ordered, and moved northeast to poa-it.iona among houses

stk 5f the railroad tracks from (880439) to (8840LK10). The destroyers
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were in continuous contact with elements-of the 3d Bn 18th Inf Regt on left
and right, and a platoon of K Co infantry operated with the destroyers, being
assigned for that purpose. From the indicated posit.ion.a, during the morning
the TD's fired up to 10 rounds per hour on ndozens" of enemy pillboxes to
their rieght and left fronts, that is, toward VERLAUTENHEIDE and HAAREN, at
ranges up to 1,000 yards or more. They received no direct artillery fire in
return, but some indirect.

About 1500 two destroyers crossed the RR tracks at the overpass (884442)
and went up the ridge, vicinity (877441) where they had good nbservjatinn to
the north, and fired into HAAREN anti on CRUCIFIX HILL &5457). Sgt. Lobin
said the cross on CRUCIFIX HILL was still up at 1500, but went down before
1700. At about the latter hour the other section of two destroyers also came
over the overpass on the RR tracks, and joined the two already on the ridge.
They drew small arms fire from the pillboxes ahead, enemy infantry being dug
in on the reverse slope, so that from the ridge the destroyers could blasp-
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some of them out at point blank.ranges. Destroyer crews knew that "a hell of
a fight"was going on in VERLAUTENHEIDE, and avoided firing on the village for
fear of hitting friendly troops. A particular target during the afternoon was
an enemy tank or some type of gun in HAAREN which the enemy was firing on

American forces in VERL@UTENHEIDE.

9 Oct L4 - Enemy infantry attacked the ridge from the north in platoon
strength at 06303 but the attack was broken up, largely Sgt. Lobin said, by
Sgt. Nickéll'a 50 cal, fire, Three enemy were killed, and the rest, one officer
and 24 enlisted men, were taken to the rear by the doughboys. The destroyers
continued to receive heavy indirect artillery fire from three directions, in-
cluding that of AACHEN to the west, but no direct artillery fire of any consid-

erable consequence,

10 Oct 44 - Although the destroyers  were in hull 'defilade, it was"a bare assed

hill", and their right flank Was somewhat exposed to both small arms and artillery,

that is, when the TB's fired, giving away their positions.

In the afternoon the destroyers blasted a group of houses several hundred
yards to their left front at (871443) from which some Jerries had been worrying
the Americans with small arms fire. The doughboys got hold of one Jerry from the

vicinity of the houses, and he was sent back, returning shortly with 23 more

enemy, including one officer.

11 Oct | - In the afternoon two destroyers advanced with K Co into HAAREN,
one TD with the point e¢f the column and one covering from the rear. On the way
two pillboxes, one at (86754495) on the left, and one at (8745) on the right, gave
up without a struggle and yielded about 50 PsW, including 2 officers. Moving on
northeast, up the road as indicated on %the sketch, and turning left into HAAREN

at RJ (865452), "the doughboys walked right on into town without any trouble",

The RR tracks on the southwastern edge of the tovt was the K Co objective
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in that direction. Across the #R tracks to the 'bl !ﬂmnfv,
southwest some Jerries were "running around” |

on JULICHER ST., and there was a lot
of enemy bazooka amminition lying
around, so the destroyer hear the
head of the column blasted some
buildings in that direction, but did

not proceed farther, as the bridge

just momtheast of the RR tracks was

mined by the enemy. While holding up for

this, an enemy concrete and steel pillbox concealed under a coalpile on the left
(marked #1 on the sketch) was discovered. Some 50 cal., was laid on it by the

TD; and 12 PsW came out., But there was 1ittle or no enemy resistance. The

enemy pillbnx on the right (marked #2 on the sketch) yielded only 2 or 3 civilians -

who cooked supper for the TD crew, consisting of an "enemy " chicken and some
GI spuds. The left flank of K Co remained along the RR tracks indicated for the
night. The other TD's of the 1st platoon came up to tThe vicinity.

Note: The preceding actions, described by Sgt. Lobin and the other non-coms as

occurring on 11 Oct A4, are assigned to 10 Oct Ll in the Journal for 3d Bn, 18th
Inf. See page 2 of enclosure with 1t. Condron's account, Sgt. Lobin said L Co

had moved into the northeastern part of HAAREN on 10 Oct,, as it did; but he may have

erred in thinking he came in with K Co the following day (11 Oct). Except as to
the date, the information he gave corresponds with the battalion account,

12 Oct 44 - One section of two destroyers operating from HAARFN proceeded during
the afternoon with the 3d platoon of K Co northwest along the RR tracks, knocking
out a pillbox at (86104555), nine enemy being killed and 12 taken prisoners.

This was about 1600, Next a pillbox just east of the RR crossing (85954565)

was shot up, some enemy being killed but none captured. Crossing the RR tracks
westward, and turning right (north), the TD's fired at a pillbox said by Sgt.
Lobin to hae been the one indicated on the 1325,000 map at (856461), from which
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the doughboys took about 15 PsW. However, a burp gun opened up from the rear,

which the TD crew thought was from the pillbox already shot up at the RR crossing,
so the emplacement was blasted again. Meanwhile, fire from about 1,000 yards

north, apparently from an enemy AT gun, opened up on the two destroyers bub

the enemy fire. The TD crew helieved the haystack concealed the gun emplacement.,
The hostile fire ceased, The two destroyers returned to HAAREN for the night,

Meanwhile, at 0900 in the morning of the same day (12 Oct) the other two
TD's of the 1lst platoon left the K Co area with the mission of supporting I Co,
and went northeast to the vicinity of the I Co CP, the chateau (867464 ) to the
south of RAVELS B, Hill ., Two other TD's (from the 2d TD platoon) were also
near the chateau, having tried earlier in the morning to go up (north) on
RAVELS B, Hill, but having found it too hot and returned. Sgt. Lobin of the
1st TD platoon now also went on i‘ant_lup REVELS-B+ 1311l \to the B Co area, but
decided it was too risky to take his two vehicles up the hill in view of the
heavy enemy artillery fire.

Note: At this point the writer is throwing in an otherwise fagmentqry account
obtained from Sgt. C. E. Tyrfell, commander of one of the 2d TD platoon destroyers
that went up RAVELS B, Hill on the morning of 12 Oct 4L before the 1st platoon
TD's of Sgt. Lobin got to the I Co CF, The interview with Sgt. Tyrell was
obtained separately, but fits in with the one with Sgt. Lobin.

Sgt. Tyrell: At about 1900 the previous evening (11 Oct) one section of

two destroyers from the 2d TD platoon left VERLAUTENHEIDE and went to the
vicinity of HAAKEN to be with I Co which was being attacked by German tanks.,
B Co was up on RAVELS B, Hill, and I Co to the southeast of it. The two TD's
went through HAAREN, pulling into the I Co CP vicinity, near the chateau and
"just sat there until daylight. Sgt. Tyrell said the night was quiet.

At 0630 on 12 Oct Sgt. Tyrell with the commander of the other TD with him,

Sgt. T. O, Homsey (not interviewed) went up the hill to piek positions for their

e e Cw


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

S

vehicles, and to spot enemy tank fire which was hitting the doughboys directly,
They saw a B Co runner who reported that eight enemy tanks were attacking B Co
positions, The time was 0630 to 0700, .

At that time both of the 2d TD platoon destroyers were pulled up on RAVELS B,
Hi1l to the vicinity of the B Co CP (865466), while the two sergeants '"went over
the hill" (northwest) on foot, to make a further attempt to spot the enemy fire,
Just then, however, very heavy enemy artillery started falling, so they "beat it"
to a friendly pillbox about 100 yards (northwest of) the B Co CP. For 30 minutes
the enemy artillery fire on B and I Co positions was so heavy, Sgt, Tyrell said,
that they could not return to their destroyers. A friendly Sherman near the
B Co CP was hit at this time, but not put out of action, Shortly after 0730 both
of the 2d platoon TD's weré withdrawn to the south, near the chateau of the I Co CP,
Tyrell said he did not see any of the enemy tanks during the above action, but he

understood some of them got within 35 yards of B -Co-positions, He also said

P’h’?'a came over and "saved therday", after which "he stopped praying and started

cussing."

Note: A% this point the information from Sgt. Lobin and other lst TD platoon crew
members is continued,

At noon (12 Oct) when the two lst platoon TD's had been positioned, near
the chateau, permission was asked to blast a small number of enemy observed around
a pillbox about 600 yards to the east at approximately (873546L5); but this would
have put the destroyers under observation and I Co did not want to attrack enemy
fire in their direction.

Abuu_t. 2000 that night when some engineers were laying mines to protect I Co
positions, 22 mines (AT) were set off, apparently by a defective fuse, exploging
within 10 yards of one of the TD's, but not damaging it. However, there were 33
casualties among the engineers, many of whom were killed or badly *.~rnunded;' and
the TD crews helped give first aid and carry the wounded intc: the chateau
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in pitch darkness, under artillery fire,

13 Oct 44 - The 1st section of the platoon remained in HAAREN, seeing no
particular action during the day.

The second section continued near the I Co CP at the chateau south of
RAVELS B, Hill. About 1500 one TD was hit directly by two artillery shells, one
on which landed directly in the turret -~ the crew was not indide -- and set the
destroyer on fire, The blaze was extinguished by Sgt. Lobin, at great risk to
himself the other crew members said, for which the sergeant was recommended for
citation. The vehicle is now back in service (15 Nov). Two additional shells hit
the sandbags banked on the destroyer's front, but did no damage -- and indication
of the value of this additional protection to armored vehicles, the crew members
said., The enémy fire was though to come from the indicated enemy emplacement

 to the right front (87354645).

14 Oct L4 - Two destroyersof the" platoon remained near the chateau south of

RAVELS B. Hill; two in HAAREN. No particular actilon.

15 Oct 4L - Approximately same positions; some shift of vehicles for maintenance,

repairs, etc,

16 Oct 44 - One of the two destroyers near the chateau had its radiator shot

out by artillery fire, and one man badly wounded,

lI“QEET%% two destroyers in HAAREN were ordered to RAVELS B. Hill to support

L Co in closing the gap between the 3d- Bn, LSth Inf Regt and the 30th Division

to the northwest. From approximately 0900 to 1100 in the morning the two

destroyers with at least one friendly tank cruised the area southwest of

RAVELS B. Hill under direct enemy observation, and from the vicinity of

(863L63) blasted several pillboxes 300 - 500 yards to the west and northwest,

from which the doughboys eventually took more than 100 PsW. The vehicles
| 5l
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afterward returned to the L Co CP vicinity, and outposted the gap.

At 1700 two destroyerswere sent to set up a road block at approximately
(8574,55) to cover the main road out of AACHEN to WURSEIEN. The TD's got to
within 50 yards of 30th Div. positions on the other side (west) of the road,
when they were told that 3 enemy tawks were approaching from the direction of
WURSELEN — about 1830 -- and were ordered back, As darkness came on, one
destroyer struck a2 mine, breaking a track, and drawing fire from the
northwest, apparently from a friendly 57 mm AT gun of the 30th Div. The
crew left the vehicle and returned on foot to the xkximm vicinity of the L Co CF.
Note: the interview had to be ended at this point for lack of time.
Apparently 1lst TD platoon vehicles were not very actively emrloyed for the

next few days. Sgt. Lobin said that the net loss of vehicles in the fighting
around HAAREN and RAVELS B, Hill was one destroyer.
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BATTLE OF AACHEN

634th Tank Destroyer Bn, Company B, 34 platoon

..‘_—-_-—-ll-'"

Attached to 24 Bn, ISth Inf Regt. 8-16 Oct Ak. /
Interview with: Lt Emmett R, Duffy, leader 3d platoon

Prepared by: T/k Ridgely C, Dorsey, 2d Info and Hist Serv, lst U. S. Army

8 Oct 4L - Ordered to support Fhﬂ 2d Bn, 18th Inf Regit, in its pre-dawn
attack northward to VERLAUTENHEIDE, the 4 destroyers of the 3d TD platoon left
the R tracks north of EILENDORF at daylight, going through the RR underpass

" at (88754L420), and followed by friendly tanks, The doughboys of E and F Co's
had pushed off at OLOO and were already in VERLAUTENHEIDE by this time,

Near the CR (888450) just south of the town the TD's "shot up" two enemy
pillboxes and one machine gun nest, firing 14 rounds, Friendly infantry got
some prisoners out of the pi];bﬂxn¢ " g-t“(:_ ¢ \r\!
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The Sherman nearest t - ‘f‘ a mine at the indicated crossroads,

and another was put out of action in the same vicinity. Lt. Buffy saw other
medium tanks in difficulty. The four TD's held up, as did other armor, and
remained near a house at approximately(89204485) from about 0700 te nearly 0900
when the area ahead had been swept for mines,

Ayriving in VERLAUTENHEIDE around 0900 w2t ol difficulty, there
was not m;:h small arms fire at the time, but increasingly heavy artillery
fire., Two of the destroyers were placed in the vicinity of the E Co CP, the
square-shaped group of buildings at (88454565), guarding the northern approaches
to the town, and the other two to the south near the F Co CP,covering the
QUINX road center, vicinity (8875443C). It was a "quiet" night expept for
enemy artillery, which hit one of the destroyers in the south of the town,
killing one crew member and wounding another, but not p\ﬁting the vehicle
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9 Oct 4L -~ At 0630 It, Duffy was notified that the enemy had attacked to the
south, QUINX erossroads vicinity (887453), and penetrated between F and G Co's,

threatening the Bn CP just west of the crossroads. He took one destroyer near

the CF building; found that the enemy had penetrated up to the main northwest-
southeast street in front of the CP; and were across the street to the south,
Battalion told him Pto shoot everything across the street." If any F Co

doughboys were left on the east side of the street they were in cellars and
pinned down. Enemy small arms and heavier {ire was coming acreoss the street,
'.[:hl destrover 'aprl‘yed" the buildings on the other side (east) of the street,
and blasted some with 76 mm fire, Meanwhile, friendly tanks on either side
were also firing across the street. (See account of Sgt. Hajek and Upl. Jacobs,
2d platoon, B Co, 74h5th TK Bn), and by 0830 the attack was broken, During the
engagemant an enemy shell fragment ripped the radiator of the destroyer engaged,
and shortly afterward another was hit, leaving It. !]uffy with 3 damaged TD's
and one undamaged vahiclam ai dﬁl\‘ia\:‘! ‘ﬁ’, iﬁmer.

10 - 15 Oct 4L ~ For the n!!t. 5 dayu Lt, Duffy said his and other armor
remained in VERLAUTENHEIDE wundergoing continual artillery fire, so heavy that

o8 ol

the men could scarcely leave their vehicles, The job of the TD's, the lieutenant |
said, was to keep the infantry positions in the town from being overrun in the
reveated enemy thrusts, The gnemy wanted the Americans to come out of tﬁa town,
particularly the protective armor, where the enemy armor and artillery could
destroy them; but the destroyers! job was to hold and safeguardy and that is what
they did, Actually, It. Duffy said, the TD's could not have gotien out of the
town if they had wanted to, friendly mines being laid so heavily and clesely about.

On Monday and Tuesday (9-10 Oct) after the destroyers got settled, the
lieutenant said he went over "every foot of the town." He set up his OP near the
church (88654540) affording good observation; made = sketch of the terrain; and
gave a copy to each TD commander, indicating the spots to be watched. Since 1".'.-
was "a bastard job" keeping radio communicetions in the heavy artillery fire
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he organized telephone commmications, destroyer-to-destroyer. These were

often shot out.
On 11 Oct 44 two destroyers of the 2d TD platoon were moved to the
HAAREN vicinity, and Lt, Duffy had charge of the other two 2d platoon
vehicles remaining in VERLAUTENHEIDE, as well as the four of his own platoon,
He positioned the destroyers in the town, as shown on the sketch, to give
all around protection, but particularly to the north and east. From these
positions the vehicles were moved as needed to meet enemy threats, or to blast
pillboxes, such as the one knocked out &

{ERLAUTENHEmﬁ-

at (893460) on about 11 Oct A44. It was 0

believed that enemy infaniry in the
box, well beyond American lines, had
2 mortar, A destroyer put a shot thru
the embrasure of the pillbeEyland. - '[CIC] -

P
other shots blasted the off,

There was no more observable fire from

the emplacement,

15 Oct 44 - Early in the morning enemy tanks were reported moving toward
American positions in strength, from the north and east., The TD men kmew that
several enemy vehicles had infiltrated from the direction of WEIDEN (8948)
to the RJ just north of VERLAUTENHEIDE, but had been unable to spot them
because they were hidden behind the houses from (883461) to (82454585). In the
morning of 15 Oct, however, ihe main enery tank threat was from the em-.
. Around 0800 tanks were glimpsed over the folding ground 1,000 or more
yards northeast toward WAVBACH (901468), A ldttle later Lt, Duffy saw two
tanks ‘1Ba1r= WAMBACH and head for the woods several hundred yards lmIthee;st- >
vicinity(906464). They made it to the woods beforethe TD nearest the OP could
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get on them, mn two more, Mark vI'-, tried it. But just as they showed their
tails, tnrnm t.o thn‘.lr right int.- the woods, the TD's shots went homes and both
enemy t.anﬁ/m m::.lud out, still in observation. Lt. Duffy said the destroyer's
76 mm ﬁn mﬂd not have gotten the Mark VI's but for the fortunate hits on
" their rears. '{Pl TD also damaged an enemy SP gun in the indicated wooded ares.
None of the J.riig armor peturned fire while making the dash for the woods, or
when hit., "They were damn poor shots when they did fire back" that week, the
lieutenant said,

On the same day, 2 Mark IV was also knocked out by 3d platoon destroyers
Just. outside the woods to the east at(901455). The Jerry crew made off; but
later (while communications bLetween the destroyers' OP and the vehicles were
shot out, and effective fire interrupted) another German tank pulled out of the
woods and towed the cripplnd vehicle to cover,

Note: The following paragra
b" Sﬂ- Fa G. Imi', driv

: _’ﬁfﬂﬁmtim supplied separately
>on destroyer i.nwlnd in the action.

At about 1800, an enemy force of one company and two Mark V's attascked from
the direction of QUINX, the enemy foot soldiers getting hold of F Co forward
foxholes and the houses along the eastern edge of VERLAUTENHEIDE. (Sgt, Yantis
said it was raining and the enemy pushed in because the doughboys had left the
forward haks to get back to the houses out of the downpour,) It. Duffy moved
two destroyers to stop the attack. One was a2 TD already in the southern
part of the town, under Sgt. Nessa {not interviewed), who shot out one of the
Mark V's, helping to stop the attack. The other destroyer, which had been out for
repairs, had just been brought back to VERLAUTENHEIDE that afternoon, to RJ
(886455), to help guard the northern approaches. It was the only 2d platoon
TD in the town at the time, Sgt. Yantis driving, The vehicle ':'r;,ﬁ the
church and OF to meet the attack; but the commander of the vehicle was killed
by artillery fire vhile he stood outside trying to get his gun on the other Mark
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V, which otherwise, Lt. Duffy said, would not have gotten away. Sgt. Yantis,

the driver of this vehicle, said a friendly Sherman just hehind (north of ) him
was knocked out by the enemy tank., He also said frismdly artillery was very

effective in breaking up the enemy attacky and chasing the enemy tank in his
vicinity.

16 Oct 44 — In the morning a destroyer in the orchard near RJ (885456)

spotted a Tiger tank about 300 to 400 yards morth of the town, by the houses

vicinity (884460), where enemy vehicles were known to be located. The TD fired

8 rounds at the Mark VI but the shots "bounced off" the enemy's thick front armor,

A little later another destroyer in the same vicinity got within 100 yards

of the Tiger and fired 5 rounds point blank, apparently without effect, for the

Mark VI immediately returned fire, penetrating and knocking out the TD, and
hlnngthlmmgemtmduorimlymmethara. The driver and

| assistant driver escaped. '

However, one enemy Mark V was knocked out in this engagement; and during
the dame day a destroyer got another lMark V deployed on the edge of the woods
1200 yards to the east,

Thus, in two days of fighting, Lt. Duffy said, the tank destroyers in
VERLIAUTENHEIDE destroyed 6 enemy tanks: 2 Mark VI's; 3 Mark Vis; and one Mark WV
—= not counting twe "probables",

Sgte Orville Nessa (not interviewed) was credited with knocking out 4 of
the 6 enemy tanks destroyed,
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BATTLE OF AACHEN
634th Tank Destroyer Bn, Company B, 3d platoon

Attached to 2d Bn, I8th Inf Regt. 8-16 Oct L4.
Interview with: Lt Emmett R. Duffy, leader 3d platoon
Prepared by: T/L Ridgely C. Dorsey, 2d Info and Hist Serv, 1lst U, S. Army

m-ﬁrdmdhnpmthnﬂh,lﬁhmnm, in its pre-dawm
attack northward to VERLAUTENHEIDE, the 4 destroyers of the 3d TD platoon left
the HR tracks north of EILENDORF at daylight, goingthnughthulmmdmu-
at (88754420), and followed by friendly tanks., The doughboys of E and F Co's
had pushed off at OLOO and were already in VERLAUTENHEIDE by this time,
Near the CR (888450) just south of the town the T™)'s "shot up” twe eneny

pillboxes and one machine gun nest, firing 14 rounds, Friendly infantry got
some prisoners out of the pi é ‘f e eme\’“\t

The Sherman nearest a2 mine at the indicated crossroads,

and another was put out of action in the same vieinity. Lt. Puffy saw other
udi_lll tmh in diffieulty._ The four TD's held up, as did other armor, and
rerained near a house at approximately(89204485) from about 0700 to nearly 0900
-Mthammmmmrurm. |

Arriving in VERLAUTENHEIDE around 0900 without much difficulty, there
was not mgch small arms fire at the time, but increasingly heavy artillery
fire, Tnnfthn destroyers were placed in the vicinity of the E Co CP, the
Square-shaped group of buildings at (88454565), guarding the northern approaches
to the tomn, and the other two to the south near the F Co CP,covering the
QUINX road center, vicinity (82754430). It was a "quiet® night m-pt for
enemy artillery, which hit one of the destroyers in the south of the tomn,
killing one crev member and wounding amother, but not putting the vehicle

out of action. 7
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9 Ock 4k - At N%R.Mhm’mthat the enemy had attacked to the
south, JUINX crossroads vicinity (887453), and penetrated Letween F and G Co's,
t.hrutmingthaﬁncf’jutustufthemm. He took one destroyer near
the CP building; found that the enemy had penetrated up to the main northwest-
ummtmmmqfthucp;m“m'mmumm.
Battalion told him Pto shoot everything across the street." If any F Co |
doughboys were left ;mt.hsmt. side of the street they were in cellars and
pinned down., Eneny small arms and heavier fire was coming across the street.
The destroyer "sprayed" the buildings on the other side (east) of the street,
and blasted some with 76 mm fire, Meamwhile, friendly tanks on either side
were also firing across the street. (See account of Sgt. Hajek and CUpl. Jacobs,
2d platoon, B Co, 745th TK Bn), and by 0830 the attack was broken, During the
engageant, an enemy shell fragrent ripped the radistor of the destroyer engaged,

and shortly afterward another was hit, leaving Lt. with 3 damaged TD's
and one undamaged vehicle /Al ﬁ!\:n«tn
w-ruth-ltymu.mummm-tmﬂm

rersined in VERLAUTENHEIDE wndergoing continual artillery fire, so heavy that
the men could scarcely leave their vehicles, The job of the TD's, the lieutenant
uiﬂ,mtqhwthcinfmtrywiﬁwhthetmfrubﬁummm
umﬁmw.mmmdtmmmmmunmm
particularly the protective m,mmwm-ﬁmmwm
destroy them; but the destroyers! job was to hold apd safeguard; and that is what
they did. Actually, It. Duffy said, the TD's could mot heve gotien out of the
tamﬂth-yhﬂm-ih,mmmm:iﬂmvﬂ:w closely about,
On Yonday and Tuesday (9-10 Oct) after the destroyers got settled, the
nnmtuldhcmtm'mrutdthetm.'ﬂatﬂuphhwm_m
church (28654540) affording good observetion; made a sketch of the terrain; and
gave a copy to each TD commander, indicating the spots to be watched., Since it
was "a bastard job" keeping radio communic-ilons .tntho.huvu'ner!u
e
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HAAYEN vieinity, and Lt, Duffy had charge of the other two 2d plateon
vehicles remaining in VERLAUTENHEIDE %y as well as the four of his own platoon,

He positioned the destroyers in the tom, as shown on the sketech, to give
all around protection, but particularly te the north and east. Prom these
positions the vehicles were moved as needed to meet enemy threats, or to blast
pillboxes, such as the one knocked out ‘
at (893460) on about 11 Oct 44, It was 0
believed that enemy infantry in the
box, well beyond American lines, had
a mortar, A destroyer put a shet thru
the embrasure of the pm‘mbﬂ‘fe\e( '”
other shots blasted the r! #ff-
There was no more observable fire from
the emplacement,
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m—mlyinthomingmtmhmuwmmw_
lmimmitiminutmth,fronthamthmdm ’rhn'mmuhntm
mwmmmm rrut.h-dinet.imurmmm(mj
to the RJ just north of VERIAUTENIEIDE, but had been wunable to spot them '
because they were hidden behind the houses from (883L61) to (82454585). In the
morning of 15 Oct, however, the main enemy tank threat was from the east.
mmtﬂnmﬂinpmmrthafuldingMIﬂOOum
mmmwm (901468). A 18ttle later Lt, Duffy saw two
tanks leave WAMBACH MhﬂﬁrtMMMmlhmdmlmm,
vicinity(906464k). They made it to the woods beforethe TD nearest the OP could
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get on them., Then two more, Mark VI's, tried it. Dut just as they showed their

tails, turning to their right into the woods, the TD's shots went home; and both
enemy tanks were lmocked out, still in observation. It., Duffy said the destroyer's
76 mm fire would not have gotten the Mark VI's but for the fortunate hits on
their rears. mmdmhmgdmmistintm {indicated wooded area.
Mufthl-lmrmhtwd fire while making the dash for the woods, or
when hit. "They were damn poor shots when they did fire back" that weelk, the
lieutenant said.

On the same day, 2 Mark IV was also knocked out by 3d platoon destroyers
just outside the woods to the east at(901455). The Jerry crew made off; Lut
later (while communications Letween the destroyers' OP and the vehicles were
shot out, and effective fire interrupted) another Germsn tank pulled out of the
w;dl'andw the erippled vehicle to cover,

ﬁﬁg‘%tm supplied separately
a platoon

Note: The following paragra |
destroyer involved in the action.

by Sgt. F. G. Yantis, dri

A
R

At about 1800, an enemy force of one company and two Mark V's attacked from
the direction of CUINX, the enexy foot soldiers getting hold of F Co forward 3
foxholes and the houses along the eastern edge of VERLAUTENHEIDE, (Sgt. Yantis
said it was raining and the enemy pushed in because the doughboys had left the
forward hdes to get back to the houses out of the downpour.) It. Duffy moved
two destroyers to stop the attack. One was a TD already in the southern
part of the town, under Sgt. Nessa {not interviewed), who shot out one of the
mv'-,mmunopmnuek.mmdm.mmmmrn

repairs, had just been brought back to VERLAUTENHEIDE that afternoon, to RJ

(886455), to help guard the northern approaches. It was the enly 2d platoon
TD in the towm at the time, Sgt. Yantis driving, The vehicle was/near the

church and OP to meet the attack; but the commander of the vehicle was killed
bymmwﬁnmﬂnh'hdmtﬁhmummmuth-mm
-h"
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V, which otherwise, Lt. Duffy said, would mot have gotten away. Sgt. Yantis,
the driver of this vehicle, said a friendly Sherman just hehind (north of) him
was Imocked out by the enemy tank. He also said frimedly artillery was very

Mﬂhmnpthowmmmlﬂuthtwtt&hhh

vicinity. '

EMH—EH-MnWhthummBJ(M)

spotted a Tiger tank about 300 to 400 yards morth of the towm, by the houses
vicinity (884460), where enemy vehicles were kmown to be located. The TD fired
smnmmnummwwmwummntm.
A little later another destroyer in the same vicinity got within 100 yards
um-rwmmsumnmm,mumm,mm;
annmﬁn,pmmmmmmm.n&
mmmtm-upod.ﬂ Qﬁ"‘“‘cn ' |
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1200 yards to the east. | |

Thus, iIn two days of fighting, Lt. Duffy said, the tank destroyers in
VERIAUTENHEIDE destroyed 6 enemy tonks: 2&&71'--3]&&?'-:-&“““
—mmmtn-mhm-

Sgte Orville Nessa (not interviewed) was credited with kmocking out A of
the 6 enemy tanks destroyed.
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BATTLE OF AACHEN

634th Tank Destroyer Bn, Company B, 3d platoon

. Attached to 2d Bn, I8th Inf Regt. 8-16 Oct L.
Interview with: Lt Emmett R, Duffy, leader 3d platoon l/

Prepared by: T/4 Ridgely C, Dorsey, 2d Info and Hist Serv, 1lst U, S. Army

8 Oct 4l - Ordered to support the 2d Bn, 18th Inf Regt, in its pre-dawn
attack northward to VERLAUTENHEIDE, the A4 destroyers of the 3d TD platoon left
the RR tracks north of EILENDORF at daylight, going through the RR underpass
at (88754420), and followed by friendly tanks, The doughboys of E and F Co's
had pushed off at OLOO and were already in VERLAUTENHEIDE by this time.

Near the CR (888450) just south of the town the TD's "shot up" two enemy
pillboxes and one machine gun nest, firing 14 rounds. Friendly infantry got
some prisoners out of the pillboxes.

The Sherman nearest the TD's-hit a mine at the indicated crossroads ,.
and another was put out of action in the same vieinity. Lt. Buffy saw other
medium tanks in difficulty. The four TD's held up, as did other armor, and
remained near a house at approximat ely(89204485) from about 0700 to nearly 0900
when the area ahead had been swept for mines.

Arriving in VERLAUTENHEIDE around 0900 without much difficulty, there
was not :m.mh small arms fire at the time, but inereasingly heavy artillery

fire. Two of the destroyers were placed in the vicinity of the E Co CP, the

square-shaped group of buildings at (881;5_&565), guarding the northern approaches

to the town, and the’ other two to the south near the F Co CP,covering the
QUINX road center, vicinity (8275L430). It was 2 "quiet" night expept for
enemy artillery, which hit one of the destroyers in the south of the town,

killing one crew member and wounding another, but not putting the vehicle

out of action. >
e, e
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9 Oct 4L - At 0630 Lt, Duffy was notified that the enemy had attacked to the

south, QUINX erossroads vicinity (887453), and penetrated between F and G Co's,

threatening the Bn CP just west of the crossroads. He took one destroyer near
the CP building; found that the enemy had penetrated up to the main northwest -~
southeast street in front of the CP; and were across the street to the south,
Battalion told him %to shoot everything across the street." If any F Co
doughboys were left on the east side of the street they were in cellars and
pinned down. Enemy small arms and heavier fire was coming across the street.
The destroyer "sprayed" the buildings on the other side (eaat)‘nf the street,
and blasted some with 76 mm fire, lleanwhile, friendly tanks on either side
were also firing across the street., (See account of Sgt. Hajek and Cpl. Jacobs,
2d platoon, B Co, 745th TK Bn), and by 0830 the attack was broken. During the
engagemant an enemy shell fragment ripped the radiator of the destroyer engaged,
and shortly afterward another was hit, leaving Lt, Duffy with 3 damaged TD!'s
and one undamaged vehicle, A1l remained in action, however.
10 - 15 Oct 44 - For the next 5 days Lt., Duffy said his and other armor
remained in VERLAUTENHEIDE undergoing continual artillery fire, so heavy that
the men could scarcely leave their wvehicles. The job of the Tb's, the lieutenant
sald, was to keep the infantry positions in the town from being overrun in the
repeated enemy thrusts, The gnemy wanted the Americans to come out of the town,
particularly the protective armor, where the enemy armor and artillery could
destroy them; but the destroyers' job was to hold and safeguard; and that is what
they did. Actually, It. Duffy said, the TD's could not have gotten out of the
town if they had wanted to, friendly mines being laid so heavily and clesely about.
On Monday and Tuesday (9-10 Oct) aftér'the destroyers got settled, the
lieutenant said he went over "every foot of the town." He set up his OP near the
church (88654540) affording good observation; made a sketch of the terrain; and
gave a copy to each TD commander, indicating the spots to be watched. Since it
was "a bastard job" keeping radio communications in the heavy artillery fire
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he orgenized telephone communications, destroyer-to-destroyer. These were

often shot out.
D_n 11 Oct 44 two destroyers of the 24 ID platoon were moved to the
HAAFEN vicinity, and Lt, Duffy had charge of the other two 2d platoon
vehicles remaining in VERLAUTENHEIDE, as well as the four of his own platoon,
He positioned the destroyers in the town, as shown on the sketch, to give
all around protection, but particularly to the north and east, PFrom these
positions the vehicles were moved as needed to meet enemy threats, or to blast
pillboxes, such as the one knocked out 4’

a6 LAY i it 23 Dot KB s VERLHUTE W E\DE.

believed that enemy infantry in the ?/
box, well beyond American lines, had 21Pe
a mortar, A destroyer put a shot thru
the embrasure of the pillbox, and
other shots blasted the roof off.
There was no more observable fire from

the emplacement,

15 Oct 44 - Early in the morning enemy tanks were reported moving toward
American positions in strength, from the north and east, The TD men knew that
several enemy vehicles had infiltrated from the direction of WEIDEN (8948)
to the RJ just north of VERLAUTENHEIDE, but had been unable to spot them
because they were hidden behind the houses from (883461) to (838454585), In the
morning of 15 Oct, however, the main enemy tank threat was from the east.

~ Around 0800 tanks were glimpsed over the folding ground 1,000 or more
yards northeast toward WAMBACH (901468), A lkttle later Ii. Duffy saw two
tanks leave WAMBACH and head for the woods several hundred yards southeast .

vieinity(90646L). They made it to the woods beforethe TD nearest the OP could

%
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enemy tanks were knocked out, still in observation. It, Duffy said the destroyer's
76 mm fire would not have gotten the Mark VI's but for the fortunate hits on |
their rears. The TD also damaged an enemy SP gun in the indicated wooded area,
None of the Jerry armor peturned fire while making the dash for the woods, or
when hit. "They-ware_damn poor shots when they did fire back" that week, the
lieutenant said,

On the same day, a Mark IV was also Inocked out by 3d platoon destroyers
just outside the woods to the east at (901455). The Jerry crew made offs but
later (while comﬁunicatiﬂna between the destroyers' OP and the vehicles were
shot out, and effective fire interrupted) another German tank pulled out of the
woods and towed the crippled vehicle to cover,

Note: The following paragraph is supplement eéd- by \infoimation supplied separately
by Sgt. F. G, Yantis, driverof a 2d, TD platoon destroyer involved in the action.

At about 1800, an enemy force of one company and two Mark V's attacked from
the direction of QUINX, the enemy foot soldiers getting hold of F Co forward
foxholes and the houses along the eastern edge of VERLAUTENHEIDE. (Sgt. Yantis
saild it was raining and the enemy pushed in because the doughboys had left the
forward hdes to get back o the houses out of the dovmpour,) ILt, Duffy moved
two destroyers to stop the attack. One was a Tp already in the southern
part of the town, under Sgt. Nessa {not interviewed), who shot out one of the
Kark ¥'s, helping to stop the attack. The other destroyer, which had been out for
repairs, had just been brought back to VERLAUTENHEIDE that afternoon, to RJ
(886455), to help guard the northern approaches., It was the only 2d platoon
TD in the town at the time, Sgt, Yantis driving, The vehicle nE:?EEE: the
church and OP to meet the attack; but the commander of the vehicle was killed

by artillery fire while he stood outside trying to get his gun on the other Mark
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V, which otherwise, Lt. Duffy said, would not have gotten away. Sgt. Yantis,
the driver of this vehicle, said a friendly Sherman just hehind (north of) him
was knocked out by the enemy tank. He also said friemadly artillery was very
effective in breaking up the enemy attacky and -chasing the enemy tank in his

vicinity.

16 Oct 44 -- In the morning a destroyer in the orchard near RJ (885456)
spotted a Tiger tank about 300 to 400 yards north of the town, by the houses

vicinity (884460), where enemy vehicles were known to be located. The TD fired

8 rounds at the Mark VI but the shots "bounced off" the enemy's thick front armor,

A little later ﬁnnther destroyer in the same vicinity got within 100 yards

of the Tiger and fired 5 rounds point blank, apparently without effect, for the
Mark VI immediately returned fire, penetrating and knocking out the TD, and
killing the gun sergeant and seriously wounding two others. The driver and
assistant driver escaped.

However, one enemy Mark V was knocked out in this engagement; and during
the dame day a destroyer got another Mark V deployed on the edge of the woods
1200 yards to the east.

Thus, in two days of fighting, Lt. Duffy said, the tank destroyers in
VERLAUTENHEIDE destroyed 6 enemy tanks: 2 Mark VI's; 3 Mark V's; and one Mark WV
-- not counting two "probables",

Sgt. Orville Nessa (not interviewed) was credited with lmocking out 4 of

the 6 enemy tanks destroyed.
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ASEERAN

Incl 1 to
periodic Report 128, (Reproduced from lst Inf Div Per Rpt No 113, 10 Oect 44.)

THE ULTIMATUM PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF AACHEN, 101050A OCTOBER 1944

l., Bn orders of the Commanding General, VII Crops, an ultimatum was presented
to the military and civid leaders and the people of AACHEN. The ultimatum was
delivered at 1050A to the Adjutant of 2d Bn, 352d Inf Regt, by lst Lt. C. A. lLafley
of the 26th Inf. The ultimatum gives the enemy forces in AACHEN until 111050A Oct-
ober to surrender the city to spare the city from useless destruction, 210 rounds
of pamphlets giving the details of the ultimatum were fired into the city during
the afternoon, Two public address systems were used to brasdcast the terms of the
ultimatum to the front-line troops. The LUXEMBOURG radio broadcast the terms of
the ultimatum to the German people,

2. The text of the ultimatum is as follows:

"The city of AACHER is now completely surrounded by American forces
who are sufficiently equipped with both air power and artillery to destroy
the city, if necessary, We shall take the city either by receiving its im-
mediate unconditional surrender or by attacking and destroying it.

"While unconditional surrender will require the surrender of all armed
bodies, the cessation of all hostile acts of every character, the removal
of misems mines and prepared demolitions, it is not intended to molest the
civil population or needlessly sacrifice human lives, But if the city is not
promptly and cau;ﬁimly surrendered unconditionally, the American Army Ground
and Air Forces will proceed ruthlessly with air and artillery bombardment to
reduce it to submission,

"In other words, there is no middle course, You will either unconditional-
ly surrender the city with everything now in it, thus avoiding needless loss of
German blood and property, or you may refuse and await its complete destruction,
The choice and responsibility are yours,

. "Your answer must be delivered within 24 hours at the location
specified by the bearer of this paper.™

3. The reports of 1lst Lt. C. A. Lafley, 26th Inf, who delivered the ultimatum
is of considerable interest:

mAt 101020A October 1944, Lt, William Boehme, PFC Ken Kadigg, and I left the
Co CP of F Co, 26th Inf, to deliver an ultimatum to the Military Commander and
Civil Leader of AACHEN,

“Our detachment, with PFC Kading bearing a white flag, proceeded down
Trior Strasse towards an underpass on the southeastern side of the city, vicinity
(899425, No shots were being exchanged at this time, and none were exchanged during
the following hour and a half, About 50 yards from the underpass 2 or 3 enemy
soldiers appeared waving and saying "come here"™ in German., We asked if we were
going right, and they came out and conducted us through the mass of weeckage at
the #l.i
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“On the other side of the underpass a short discussion was held as to
what was to be done with us. After a few minutes mmsm we were blindfolded and
led up the street to an apartment. lere we were taken to an officer. We told the
officer, a Lt, that we wished to give the ultimatum to the military commander of
AACHEN or to his commander.

“ Our blindfold, our own handkerchiefs, was again put in place and we proceeded
to what we believe is a battalion CP (probably 2d Bn, 352 Regt). We walked for about
a half hour ¥Wefore reaching the place,

® In the basement room of the meeting place we were presented to two lieut-
enants, one of whom identified himself as the Battalion Adjutant,

¢ Giving him the ultimatum, we recéived a signed and stamped receipt.
Upon our expressing a wish that the envelopes be delivered to the battalion
cormander as soon as possible, we were told that he was not present and that he,
the Adjutant, had suitable authority to accept the ultimatunm,

"o comment was made on the terms, nor was there any reply. ¥e informed
the adjutant of the method by which a peply could be delivered.

“ We exchanged cigarettes, and during the brief lull we overheard the bat-
talion adjutant say rather cryptically to the other lieutenant, "We are evidently
unit commanders.”

“ The three guides who had brought us were then summoned and 2 pass made
out for them by the adjutant. Responding to a. auick salute, we again put on our
blindfolds and were lead back to the outpost.

¥ 0On the way back our guides stopped briefly beside some comrades to take
2 nip from a bottle. They would have liked to strike up a conversation with us
but due to previous instructions they only spoke when necessary.

it the outpost we were taken through the underpass and our blindfolds
taken off. The soldiers who had been our guides came out quite a distance from
the underpass. It was necessary to stop and tell them to go back while we
proceeded on to our own lines. No rifle shots were exchanged during the whole time,
t artillery could be haard on our right and left. We returned to our front line
ompany command post at 1157A. The receipt had been signed at 1050A,and so our
mission was completed.

“ The adjutant signed with the neme "Keller) confirming the fact that it
was the CP of 24 Bn, 352 Inf Regt. He wore the Iron Cross, a war decoration and
a combat badge. He also wore the Russian Campaign Ribbon,"*

o« l., Two PsW from the 1043d En surrendered to the 1106 Engr late in the day
of 10 October, They stated that they had heard the terms of the ultimatum from
the public address systems and had decided te give up at once, Others of their
group wished to follow them, but were afraid to take the final step.”

{G-2 VII Corps Note: No answer to the ultimatum was received.)
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DIGEST OF COL. WILCK'S SPEECH TO THE GFRMAN SOLDIERS

“ pear German Soldiers:

I em speaking to you at & painful moment; I was forced to
surrender because we ren out of emmunition, food and water. 1
sew that the further fight was worthless. 1 was acting against
orders, I was supposed to fight to the lest man. At this time I
have to remind you, that you are German Soldiers, and please,
behave as such. I also wish you the best of health, end a fest
return to your Fatherland aiter the ceaging of hostilities and to
help rebuild Germany. I was refused by the Americans Authorities
to give a "Sieg Heil" end "Heil Hitler", but we can still do it in

our minds.”
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HEADQUTARTERS THIRD BATTALTON
1°th Infantry
A- ?- O- Fl. U- ,3.. ﬁ.ﬂy

24 Caotober 1044

The following agcount of Ravels B Mil11l 18 ineluded to show
the value of this 2ll important hill and how vital 1t was that
we keep roseespgion of {t. Ravels R 11 wag the ey tn Aachen
and the glide that held 1t had all the advantaze on their side!

Ravels B F111 18 so gsituated that 1t gnmmandes the two roads,
one from Aaghen to yrzelen and the other from Aaghen to Weiden.
It also gommands the RR from Aaghen to Yurselen and it eommands
the factory dlestriet NE of Aachen, Fllendorf, Erand and Aachen.
The occeuration and holdine of this hill rave Jompany "IM access
to cutting and bHlicking the main Aaghen~Vurselen road which gom-
nleted the encirglement of Aachen.

As the nlearing of Aaghen started and surnlies were needed
by the enery the oceuration of Ravels B Hill them was the key
to gaining ascese to the encireled trocme of Amchen.

The defenze of il'l;u %c!jkés
mines, bazookas and 2 d‘D
en the South and sout gt Aand on the Yorth and Ynrtheast, 4dror-
ping o°f suddenly and then strainghtenine -t towards Yureelen and

ia bare. There are a few rursmed oute to the Yorth and Veptheast.

Eﬁtaér wen, small arms,
HA11Y 13 #teep and woody

Plowed flelds, raln and open asountry made the hil11 an im-
passible mags for tanks, tank destrovers or anti-tank suns.
We gould not zet anvthine on the hill that eould 1%ve for anti-

tank protection, Therefore, the hill had to be held and held
by the infantry alone.

The only survivors on the hill were the men in the pill-
boxes, for every man on the out-ide was either wounded or ¥¥llad
by the enemy shell fire. The ahelling was so heavy that it
rnoaked out all ocutside foxhdles and emnlagevente. So the men
had to stay tnside the pillbhoxes during the shelling and then
oagupy the oven emplagements after the shellins had geased.

Even then the enemy tanks and assualt puns worked point blank
fire on maghine gsung and BAR's. Two light mschine suns and
three of four heavv machine suns were nnaked out by this fire.

The men of Zompany "¥" held on resardleses of the fire and
the enemy never broke the creet of Ravels B I1111 to see the oity
of Aaghen. This determined stand of Company "X", 17th Infantry
18 a dlsplay of mass herolsn and valour, There 18 an estimated
150 to 200 enemy dead Worth of the hill to the oredit of the de-
fense put up by Company "r", 1°th Infantry.
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~Their actions during these two days of sruelling warfare
gontributed decieevely in Petaining a most stratesic niege of
terrain, the loss of whish would have not ~nly jerardized the
entire right flank . battalion of the 18th Infantry but woula
have alsec opened the alnsed, “Yorth main roads leadins into
Aagrten thue allowing ancess of fresh eneny troope and gune-
nlieg to re'nforce the Anomed ard encireled marrigon of Aacghen.

Thelr valor; thelir aight; the'r will and avin deternination
have gontributed one of the mogt slorious varez to the battle

- annals of the unit and thelr noble deeds this 4ay will stand

forever as an insniration to those who follow.

lement
- J pd‘fe c

[PETR— —
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD BATTALION
1%tk Infantry
A: P O #1, U, 8, Arvny

a4 Catober 1044

The followine artisle, written from the 3rd Battalion Jour-
nal nortravs the defense of Ravels B Mill by Company "r", 12th Inf-
fantry on 1%th and 19th of Cetober 1244

On the morvning of Cotober 1%, 1944 at 0530 hours & strong
enenmv forge, eatinated at a reinforeged battalion, attacked the ne-
sitinn of Jammany "F', 1%th Tnfantrv on Ravele P H11l. The nimht
was dark, the wind was blowing and the rain was falline in sheets,
As the woai bloak, two squads of the 3rd Platoon, Company "r® with
mines moross the road at 55468, was returninz to 1te vosition
the enenv came in behind 1t and 1mmediately cutting off one sguad
hefore 1t could reach its position. fne squad 412 reach 1ts po-
gition but the enamy over ran them 1mmediately thereafter. In &
very short time the enenmy had overrun the 3rd Tlateon nillboxes
mimbers 2, 3, 4 and 6.,

The attask of the enemy waa sunported by two tanks at
e8T452 firing direet fire into r" Cdompany position and knoecking
out our maskine runs and emnlacements. Furthor bagk there were

other tanks and 3T gunsg !1n%!‘*§5h%§;ﬁ¥¥¥é ﬂtatin;ﬂln g g;ll.
een tanks an cuns

From & P¥W prenort the
in gurport of the batt on ‘ing the attack, the 3rd Rattalion,

8¢h P. 3. R of the ¢« G. D,

Although the enemy suffered great nimhers of casualties
thelr superiority in numbers enabled them 1o main posession of
pillboxes 5, 3 and then 4., Tn front of nillbox #6 there were 11
enemv Aead in one short dliteh and farther out there were many niles
of enemy dead with 15 to 20 bodles in aome niles.

Althoush subiected to intense arall arnd, asrtar and artil-
lerv fire, the lst and ond Platoons of fomnanv "¥" teook defenalve
pogitions on a line Semthyweat to Yortheast and nravented the enemv
fram mattine to the areet of Ravels B 7111 whigh overlooks Asashen
to the Southwest. The atubborn defense of these two Tlatoons pre-
vented the enenv from gainine the arest of Ravels B Fill, but he 4id
Yean nosesgion of the cantured ri11boxes and besan te resroud for
anotheyr assualt on CJomoany "K',

Then another nart of the enemy forge eatimated at two
nlatoong attacked the 1at Tlatoon position on the left. This forece
was forced to withdraw from the witherinz fire 1ladd4 down by the lat
Tlatoon and gsuffered heavy sasualties. After tanks, nortarea and
artillery had again covered the area with intense fire the enemy
tried the second tizme to asaualt and eapture the lst Platoon'e pill-
boxes, numhara 5, 7 and 8, Azain they were atonned and forced to
withdraw leaving many ¥i1lled and wounded on tha hill,
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Throughout the remainder of the day the enemy attemnted o
move around to ga'in entrange into our nogitions dut ~uy men kept
up such & volunn of fire that alY eneny attemnts werre ungescess-
fal.

At Ausk, the lst Tlatonn of Jom-any """, reinforced by Tone
pany "B", 1°th Tnfantry, besan to attack tn regaln nillboxes 3, 4,
and §, Despite stubhorn resisstance and very heavy enavy Tipe the
forvard »111hox, Yo. 5 was taken and 11 TV algo., Twe hours latep
the 2nd nillbox, Y“o. 3 was reta¥en and 1) more T¥'g. The nnly
P111hox now remaining ‘n eneny hands was Yo, 4 and 1¢ was surround-
ed by two asquads of the 1at Tlatoon., At davbreak, 10 Ogtaber 1244,
with the ald of twr tanks, ~ne tank 4nzer which was 'noeked mut
and never used and ancther Shewman that hit one of sur mine flelds
and had a tragk dlown offf, the lgt Tlatoon beman an assualt on the
final n111box ¥4 and retook gane after flerge Tichting. Twenty-
three "W's and one Tffioer were talten from this ni1llboax., This move
restored oupr origina? roaitions., Fowever, Vecange nf heavy easuale
ties annther nlatoon of Zommany "B", 17¢th Tnfantry had to he upged
te reinforge ‘the restored mogitions.

At 1400 hours, 12 Totober 1244, the eneny started a barpage
an Ravels B F111. The eneay used al? salibers nf agssualt mins,
mortars and artillery. Tt ‘s hellewred that ¥he eneny used TSIV

and "¢ tank fire, ! n 'Cyontarg' (Hossih'y Tarser sizes
were ugsed), and 105, 186779 sosatbly 210V arttllery. This
barraze lasted until 1 are and 1t s estimated that 100 orp
nore rounds ver minute fell on Ravels R ¥117, . From 3,000 to 4,000
shelle in al1Y fell An Ravela B Y111 1» an area 370 vards by 300
yardg in thirty minutes. This '8 the heaviegt arnd mnst ornoena
trated artillery and mortar barrage 12'4 4own by the Termans so
far in this war,

moke was 1a‘'d 'n front of Sompany "A" P to cut Aown our
obgervation and 1n front of Ravels ® M"111 to sareen the advaneing
infantry. At 1430 hours the enemy 'nfantry nlnsed 'n »n Tavels
B F171Y behind the arti1Yery and hHegarn the'y attaslk,

The enemy made a very “eteamined attask with abrut three
rifle companies, sunnorted dy five tanks firinge 4irect fire, 2
tanks located at 65472 and % Yocated 2t °57471, and other in-
direct assualt fire from 57 gung farther bagk. T111bos #5 wase
overrun but our men contined to fischt from ineide the n11Yhox.
“ne aquad of the gt Tlatoon went to the assistange nf the M
Flatoon and forced the eneny to halt thelir advanae.

Artillery fire from cur own guns was tralned on a epour of
trees in our own nositiona., Tt was 1mperative that these trees
be ¥nocked down 2o that mortar and artillery fire aould be meost
effective. Then more artillery fire was ealled fop on and around
our prositiens. This artillery fire was very effeative, ¥nooking
out three eneny tanks that ventured too slose to_oupr Yines. OCne
1izht tank was ¥noaked nut by a hagnoka in the hands nf one of
our infantrymen.
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-The enemy sucaceded in maining posgession of one rillbox,
#3, but & eounter attagk by our 1t Platoon guiely resained this
»il11box and again cur rositione were restored.

Azain the easualties were extremely heavy and two aquads

from Jompany "1, 12th Tnfantry were sent to reinforce the 3rd
Platoon of Jompany “¥",

Fnemy artidlery and mortars asontinued to ghell our voaitions
heavy and just before dark the enemy hegan to reform for another -
attask but was dispersed by effective artillery fire from our suns.

\§clernent
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HEADQUARTERS TRIRD BATTALICH
18tk Infantry
As Py O, ’1' U. 8, A“’

24 Cotoher 1044
G-l -T-l-‘!'-f[.e-\l

"For extraordinary herolsm in aation. When aonfronted by
numerioally suverior enemy forcee estimated as & reinforged bat-
talion, with arproximately fifteen tanks and self-porelled guns
‘n direet surnort, Jomwpany “E®, 17ty Iinfantry, in the front 1ines
since 10 September 1944, war weary, exhansted and understrensth,
reviulaed relentlesas, eneny gounter attacks for two dave and
nights (18¢th and 19th Ogtober 1244) on 2Wvels B H111, 7227, near
Hasren, Germany. During these two daye and nizhts Company "
repuleed three ferocious and fanatical, eneny gountepr attanks.

When the enemny forces 41d suaceed in venetrating a noption
of the Company's positions, this Zompany rose to super-human
levels and with sria deteraination and sreat sourame arnter
attacked thrre times to drive the enemy from ite vositions. 'ne
der the most sruelling and bl \ | nd fishiing the
Somrany retreived an einal rositions,

Between ununt-Jl‘ttaﬂkl. and while the Jompany was heing
reorginized, the enemy ghelled the Company unmeraifully and eon-
tinuously from three sides; (a) from the Iiregt front; (b) left

" flank and (e) fro~ the rear by the cung of Aachen, with the most

heaviest, intense and eongentrated artillery, larze mortar and
nachine gun fire vet encountered by this unit in two years nf
battle, woundine and k11ling many of the men who had Aue them-
gelves nto foxhnlea tn man the sutside defenses nf vels P
Hi11,

Yet realizing the ‘mmortange of the terrain they osounied,
new men would leave the shelter and nrategtion of the nil1hoxes
to mo forward and ocavpy the same exnosed and unprotested rox-
hrleg which thelr dead and wounded somrades had mesunied so as

%o prevent the eneny from penetratinz their nositions.

Though only a amall number of men in forward nil1lhoxes
had been sver run, the majority of the men had peraistently re-
fused to yield ~round and held on with a tenacsity zifted only
to the moet erurageous. Minally after two dave of Bitter Cirhte
ine thie csa’lant and e~uraceocus band, refueed t0 a mere nitanae
of theipr original number, were velieved by Comrany "I", 12th
'nfantry rather than to allow them to relive Jeneral TJuster's

- Last 3tand and be annihilated.
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. K" Co.
U700 « 0715 hrs. Morter smoke on
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4 Muinlstrative detulls issued verbally,
S¢ 8 CoPy remain in preseut location,


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

	1st Infantry Division Combat Interviews - Battle of Aachen.pdf



